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THE ECONOMIC THOUGHTS IN THE BIBLE
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gzgrl;ﬁgﬂnance is the important tertiary sectors in the economy of dll lhmwunlrll:f/# 4 ;y” a
After industrial revolution, baﬁking and finance have important roles 10 /ilay in the sociéty . 4 3 uniy ,
Jollows the different models of economic growsh.

Bible gives the divine principles to be followed by the people
. 0f using money for personal use, family use and for r¢liglous as

. This is.the way of development .If a person or a coutry /0{1UW5 it
of economic development. The European counties, Australia and Amer

Keywords: Bible, Cannon of th.e Bible, Economic Devélopmenl.

¢ of money matters. Cany,,,

well as for soclety 19 well deﬁn{d in the bit),
he cannon of the bible, they will be in the si,.
ica are the real world e.g,

and the society in €as

d created the human b'cings,:ﬂe bas given i
.All his ways " are “Divine Principle * .
jety came into existence -Finance

PAPER : :
Biblical ways of financing are diffeérent than th .
* guidelines to man how to behave in social, political and economic.ways ./}
the “Canon ‘of the Bible”. God has created man, his wife and then societ

individual, family and society- all are important and canon are set by God.

INDIVIDUAL FINACE , oo
(2Thess. 3:10)* “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, th_at if any would not work, neithe:
should he eat (2Thess. 3:10)* The Man who does not work should not eat. Bible wants man to work and ther

eat .If a person is lazy then bible forbid him to eat. v
h |

(Genesis 2.8-16) ** (From Bible) :

8And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food
the tree of life also in the midst of the garderi, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

10And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.

e way-of world. Go

&

11The name of the first is Pison: that /s it which compasseth the whole land of Hawvilah, where there is gold;

12And the gold of that land is good: there /s bdellium and the onyx stone.
13And the name of the secomdrriver is Gihon: the same iy it that compasscth the whole land of Ethiopia.

14And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; that is it which goeth toward the cast of Assyria. And the fourth
river is Euphrates. .
15And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the gard , Iy eat
(Genesis 2.8-16) ** (from Bible) ’ Grden Thovigpes: ety

In verse 8, we read that God created *Eden garden' and kept man there and in verse 15 we read that Lord God
put man into lh; garden “to dress it and to keapﬂ_”. A,"d then in the following verses we read that he made
provision for his food (verses 15, 16).Food provision is made after the work assighment. So in the creation
order, God has followed the same order s ' :

i.e. “first do work and then eat food”. Bible emphasis that man must work 1o make the provision of finance.

FAMILY FINACE
Family is the plan of the Lord and he made man head in the familv (i ‘

: i the family (Ephesiang$:23). Hust : ildren
are 3 , N (Ephesiangs 23) Husband, w d childre
‘m«th,e family plan of the Lord. God wants man to earn and fee the famil ]{-) g ‘?e T ! be
subjected 1o him .He must love his wife. y. His wite and children mus

* ABOUT MAN
(Ephesians 5:22-29) *** (From Bible)
ey S e S e dnge. 123
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»2Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

»3For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the
pody- !

)4Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
»5Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
»6That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washmg of water by the word

17That he might present it to himself a glorious church not having spot, or wrmkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish.

2880 ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He: that loveth his wife loveth himself.

,i9For no man ever yet hated. his. own ﬂesh but nourxsheth -and cherisheth 1t even as the Lord the church
(Ephesians 5:22-29) *** (From Bible) - ¢

1n verse 25 we read that man must love his wife and feed her as well as family. In
being, God want man to work, ‘earn ‘and feed the family .His. wife is supposed to fa
bhome In the world, we see, this system is prevaiting ] in the socrety and it contmues ull date.

ABOUT WOMAN :
The wise woman in-the Bible mentioned in chapter 31 of the proverbs has the quahty of the entrepreneur

(Proverbs 31 :10-31)**** (From Blble)

10
11The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.

the plan of God, for human
ke care of the chlldren and

12She will do higr good and not evil all the days of her hfe

13She seeketh Wool, ;nd flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.

ldshe is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.

lSSHé riseth also while it is yet night, and grveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.
' 16She considercth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.

| 17She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.

18She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night.

‘: ,98he layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.

| 20She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.
21She is not afrald of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet.
22She makcth herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.

23Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

24She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

25Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.

26She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

27She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of 1dleness.

28Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.

29Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. '

30Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. -
31****Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

(Proverbs 31:10-31) **** (From Bible)

In verses 16-19, we see her entre reneurshi iti - e . ;
st preneurship qualities and her provision of food and clothes to her family by

. ‘ ——— 124
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MAN AND WOMEN fulfilled the remaining amount
Both husband and wife can contribute to the family finance _After the wants ar¢ lv' arnit s ich ke
which may not be utilised and can be considered as treasures. That treasures (The saving \
converted into treasures) must be utilised for the work of the God.

(Matthew 6:19)# (From Bible)

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
break through and steal:” (Matthew 6:19) # (from Bible) 2y ¢ vtk Tk

y ¢ i int orm of rent, (4

God do want us to work hard and carn money .When man gets the 12.0(;1m§ﬂl1nbe Ith out must be utiligsesc’l
remuneration and profit ;man has to spend on his néeds but the amount Whi€ % s

for the purpose of the God’s work.

This principle might go against the logic of ‘future plan
the saving .If a person should not save for the future then how

events e.g. Medical emergencies etc.Bible teaches us to depend 08 e, whiievec ot beo kil the -
current need or the future one. A person either employed or he is a busmess 7, ) ¢ ’

: : wn but you are
provision of the God for his earnings It is written in the scripture that youﬁ?lrf?lrllxci); xi’::(;s%u?he mt)x’stu ia‘f’:
purchased by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. So a person must work hard to fulfil hus : : g

whatever belongs to the lord.

Lord Jesus taught to pay taxes to the Government .So
spend on him and his family to fulfil his needs and the ot

lord.

(1Corinthians 6:19)## (From Bible) :
y Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,

19“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Hol ' ! 5
- and ye are not your own?” 20 For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and m your
v

_ spirit, which are God's. : %
( 1 Corinthians 6:19)#4. (From Bible)
COUNTRY (SOCIETY FINANCE)
Tithe to the lord

(Malachi 3:10)® (From Bible)

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven

there is no more need. :
For country as a whole needs to submit the tithe to the Lord and-remaining amount is theiri income .in current
_ days we called as “Disposable Income”. i

Out of total income earned by the people, they need to submit 10 percent of their income to the Lord. (Malachi
3:10)® (From Bible)

Help to other fellow -Israelite

If in any of the towns in the land that the Lord your God is giving you there is a fellow-Israelite in need, then do
not be selfish and refuse to help him. Instead, be generous and lend him as much as he needs. (Deuteronomy
15:7-8)

God ordered to lend money 1o fellow Israclite whether he ask or not .If a person come to know about the need of
the fellow one and then lord want him to help him. In the world needy person come to the lender and borro"
money but in case of Israel, they have 1o help the needy without their demand for money. This is the unigi
principle of the bible, ‘

where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

e future’. This Rr'mciple prohibits

.o and ‘saving for th : 7.
ning" anc i el come up withatile future uncertain

on the God for all our needs, though it is a

me’ of-the person he must

th-e ‘Disposable inco '
e s t be use for the work of the.

her remaining amount mus

in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says
for you and pour down for you a blessing untl

Cheating not allowed
(Jeremiah 22:3)%% (From Bible)

I, the Lord, Fomrpand you to do what is just and right. Protect the person who is being cheated from the ont

_ who is cheating him. Do not ill-treat or oppress foreigners, orphans, or widows; and do not kill innocent peopl¢
in this holy place. (Jeremiah 22:3) (From Bible)
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Lord God cor
commanded not to '
. che
Wsciividual or the society s Whale 7(;‘ t;n_d also‘ to protect who is being cheated .In relation to finance though
should be transparency in all the ”_a';:‘” against cheating .Financial matters must be without any frauds, thfre
saction and no cheating by organisation or or enterprise by .any means in

any bus"nesv GC”V“. S Or ces i d the countr G( d want [0 have
R 1€S8 ¢ \‘(’T'Vl‘ ¢ £ V P Isiae

} . ~ % o N\ )end(’. (& 4 ¥ rs ithi

J jl ; e d 1o ’ht (,()ml"ﬂe p \'thln or ou Lj ou .y )- ¥

Concern to fellow ~Israelite

(1 John 3:17) ***** (From Bible) ¥

0 h 0 1w S

Finance of the Lord Jesus Christ
(LukKe 8:1-3)# (From B“n't;le)

1 And it came to pass afterw " . it ' :
.y ard. that he went throughout every city and village hi d shewing th d

i s ¥ : ‘ , preaching and s ewing the gla
tidinigs of the kingdom of God: and thé twelve were with him, ' i Pt

2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mar&r called Magdalene, out of
whom went seven devils, e ' L ~ i .

3-ATnd Joanna the _wife 'of Chuza Herod's steward,,ar.ld Susanna, and many others, which ministéred unto him of -
their substance. (Luke 8:1-3) # (From Bible) ; L “

He_was the man of God and he uséd to depend upon the lord for everything .he used to pray in the night as well
as in the early morning .Ministry of the Lord was not funded by the rich people of thiat time or by the money
of the disciple or he never charged any money to whom he healed but Lord used to be funded by the women
who were healed by him They were Joanna,susanna etc.(Luke 8:3).Lord never demanded any money to
anybody who was healed by him. He never visited any rich person to be funded by him for his ministry but he
used to pray for his needs to the God day and night. God ustd to provide through different sources.

C.H.Mackintosh a famous commentary writer of the bible wrote “If a man of God (sel;vant of God), make
known his needs to the people by directly & indirectly then it is the dishonour to the Lord *.

Lord Jesus used to do that in his entire life .He used to pray to the lord and depend on him.

God provides job and business .Man get income from it. He has to provide part of it for the fulfilment of his
service of the Lord. Development will take place in the country and in the society

needs and remaining for the servi
1t is the Biblical principal and model. God wants everybody to follow it. Though it seems without any logic and
actor like God. But

‘we can say that development has nothing to do with moral principle, Ethical principle and F

! ve have the real world e.g. of European countries, Australia and America. These countries followed the above

principle and-hey-went on op in development.

CONCLUSION

Today the principle, t :
everlasting and there aré no changes with the change 1

he canon of bible is not outdated .Since God of bible is the same, his principles are
1 the time .They are not time bound.

We all must depend upon the Lord for all our needs If we are working, we earn money But entire our income
is not our own .we have to make the provision of our needs (Individual, Family etc.) and remaining amount 1s

belong to the lord which must be used for the work of the Lord .

This is the principle which bible wants each person to follow .If
and the needs of the person will be fulfilled by the Lord and he w

Lord Jesus Christ (The true Christian life).
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